


Topics of  Consideration 

I.  Division over slavery after the Revolutionary War 

 

II. Transportation, Communication, and Market Revolutions 

 

III. Cultural Differences Between the North and South 

 

IV. The Slavery Debate, 1820-1844 

 

V.  Westward Expansion Between 1845-1849 

 

VI. The Compromise of  1850 



I. Division over Slavery after the Revolutionary War 

A. The nation was born divided on the slavery issue. 

 

B. Northern states gradually abolished slavery during the Revolution 

 

C. Southern states maintained their slave systems after the Revolution 

 

D. There were early attempts to limit slavery’s expansion into the West 

 

E. Jefferson’s 1784 attempt to outlaw slavery in all territories failed  

 

F. The Northwest Ordinance (1787)  

 

G. Slavery expanded in the southwest 









I. Division over Slavery after the Revolutionary War 

H. Even though the North and South were divided, they compromised on  

slavery at the Constitutional Convention 

  

I. 3/5 clause  

 

J. The “fugitive slave” clause 

 

K. The international slave trade provision 

 

L. Both sides saw slavery as a “necessary evil” -- thus “slave” and “slavery” 

don’t appear in the Constitution  



II. Transportation, Communication, and Market Revolutions 

A. Growing Divide Between North and South after 1800 

 

B. Transportation Revolution 

 

C. Communications Revolution 

 

D. Market Revolution 



II. Transportation, Communication, and Market Revolutions 

Transportation Revolution 

 

 1. Roads 

 2. Canals  

 3. Steamboats 

 4. Railroads 

 

-- Much of  this was made possible 

By the invention of  the steam engine 

 

1769 – patented by James Watt 

1807 – Robert Fulton employs on  

first commercially successful steamboat 

 





http://www.learner.org/biographyofamerica/prog07/index.html


II. Transportation, Communication, and Market Revolutions 

Communication Revolution 

 

The Telegraph 

 

January 6, 1838 Samuel Morse  

first successfully tested the device  

and on February 8 he publicly  

demonstrated it to a scientific  

committee at the Franklin Institute  

in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  

 







II. Transportation, Communication, and Market Revolutions 

Market Revolution:  Old Society            

 

rural            

 

agricultural          

 

isolated societies           

 

self-sufficient          

 

local markets 

 



II. Transportation, Communication, and Market Revolutions 

Market Revolution:  New Society            

 

rural--urban            

 

agricultural--industrial—investment 

 

merging societies            

 

interdependence 

 

national--international markets 

 



Lowell, Massachusetts, 1832 





Wild Heron: Georgia Rice Plantation, 1850s 



III. Cultural Differences Between the North and South 

Comparisons Made by James McPherson 

 

a. Northern states become increasingly “modern”    

1) greater urbanization (24)    

2) fewer people involved in agricultural production (24)    

3) more mechanized production (24)    

4) more investment in manufacturing (24)    

5) positive attitude toward “change” or “modernization” (24)   

 

b. Southern states become increasingly suspicious of  change  

1) praise farming (25)    

2) oppose manufacturing (24-25)    

3) oppose urbanization (24-25)    

4) lag in literacy (27)     

5) negative attitude toward “change” or “modernization” (25)  

 



IV. The Slavery Debate, 1820-1844 

A. Louisiana Purchase, 1803 

 

B. Westward Expansion By 1820 

 

C. Missouri Enabling Bill 

 

D. Tallmadge Amendments and Gridlock 

 

E. The Missouri Compromise (1820) 

 





IV. The Slavery Debate, 1820-1844 

F. Slavery Struggle between 1803-1830s 

 

-Remains a political & economic debate 

-Not primarily a moral debate 

-Abolitionists are few in number 

-Apologists defending the moral good 

of  slavery are few in number 

-Most white Southerners don’t own enslaved people 

-Most white Northerners don’t oppose slavery for moral reasons 

-Racism is prevalent 

-Economic reasons 

-After 1830, this scene begins to change  

 





IV. The Slavery Debate, 1820-1844 

G. Nat Turner’s Rebellion (1831) 

 

H.  Abolitionism 

 

-Growing Aggressiveness of  Abolitionists after Missouri Compromise 

-William Lloyd Garrison, The Liberator 

-New England Anti-Slavery Society 

-American Anti-Slavery Society  

 

I. The Southern Defense of  Slavery 

 

-Defensive stance of  Southern slave apologists in face of  abolitionism 

-Thomas Dew, A Review of  the Debates 

-Gag Rule in Congress 

 

 



V.  Westward Expansion Between 1845-1849 

1845: Texas enters the Union  

slavery is legal in the new state 

 

1846: Oregon territory  

slavery will not play a role in Oregon 

 

1846-48: Mexican War 

 

1848: Mexican Cession: 

Wilmot Proviso & Gridlock 

 

 



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2e/United_States_1789-08-1790.png






http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6f/United_States_1845-12-1846-06.png


http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a6/United_States_1846-06-1846-12.png
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VI. The Compromise of  1850 

Debate erupts because of  California in 1849 

 

California admitted as a free state 

 

Utah and New Mexico popular sovereignty 

 

Slave trade outlawed in D.C. 

 

Stronger Fugitive Slave Law of  1850 

 




