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I. Up to the Starting Line: The World 13,000 Years Ago 

Why does Jared Diamond focus on the last 13,000 years?  

 

At that time – 13,000 years ago – were people living on all six of the habitable 

continents: Africa, Europe, Asia, Australia, North America, South America? 

 

If so, when did they get to those continents? 

 

And, what did all the peoples of the world have in common 13,000 years ago? 
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I. Up to the Starting Line: The World 13,000 Years Ago 

11,000 BCE or 13,000 years ago, Africa, Europe, Asia, and the Americas were inhabited 

 

Soon, the people on these continents would be isolated from one another when the ice 

age ended some 10,000 years ago. 

 

What characteristics did all people share some 13,000 to 10,000 years ago? 
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II. The Age of Conquest: The World of the 16th Century  

If the world was roughly equal 13,000 years ago . . . 

 

then 

 

what happened at the turn of the 16th century?  

 

That is . . . Why were a few hundred Spaniards under  

Cortez and Pizarro able to conquer the two largest empires 

in the Americas (the Aztecs and the Incas)? 

 

FIRST, GIVE ME THE PROXIMATE FACTORS . . .  
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III. Conquest: The Proximate Factors  
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III. Conquest: The Proximate Factors  

OK, why did the Spaniards have the proximate advantages?  

 

 

What does Diamond posit as the “ULTIMATE FACTORS” 

 

 

Think for a moment and let’s take them in chronological order.  

 

 



Size of the Continents 



Plants and animals available for domestication 







Few animals available for domestication in Americas because of Pleistocene die off 



Domestic Animals 

 

What do domestic animals 

contribute to human societies? 

What does it take to  

domesticate an animal? 

 

See Diamond, page 4. 



Timeline of Domestication 



Axis argument 
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V. Conclusions    

Environment and Geography more important than any other factors in 

explaining the differences between Old World and New World populations  

 

-Size of Continental Landmasses 

 

-Number of wild plant and animal species available for domestication 

 

-Axis argument 

 

-Domestication of plants first happened where? 

 

-Domestication of animals first happened where? 

 

-How did plant and animal domestication contribute to the Proximate 

factors (guns, germs, and steel) we’ve discussed?  


