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Topics of Consideration 

I. The End of the Federalist Era 

 
II. Jefferson and the "Empire of Liberty“ 
 
III. Monticello and Sally Hemings 
 
IV. Foreign Trade and the Barbary Wars 
 
V. Native Americans and the War Hawks 
 
VI. The War of 1812 
 
VII. The Era of Good Feelings 

 



The Jeffersonian Era, 1800-1824 

I. The End of the Federalist Era 

A. George Washington’s Presidency (1789-1797) 

 

B. Alexander Hamilton’s Financial Plans (1790-91) 

 

C. Jefferson-strict construction; Hamilton-loose construction 

 

D. First Party System: Republicans vs. Federalists 

 

E. Creation of National Bank; taxes to pay off war debts 

 

F. Federalist crushed Whiskey Rebellion (1794) 

 

G. French Revolution and Its Impact on Domestic Politics 

 

H. Election of 1796 and John Adams 

 

I. Quasi-War with France (1798-1800) 

 

J. Alien & Sedition Acts  - Virginia & Kentucky Resolutions (1798) 
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II. Jefferson and the Empire of Liberty 

A. 1800 Election: Adams, Jefferson, Burr; tie; Hamilton > Jefferson 

 

B. Jefferson – “The Revolution of 1800” 

 

C. Washington D.C. Becomes Capital 

 

D. Jefferson’s vision of the world 

 

E. Jefferson Wants to Reduce Federal Power 

 

F. Govt. dangerous; reduces employees, spending, taxes 

 

G. Favors expansion – farmers virtuous 

 

H. Louisiana Purchase (1803) 

 

I. Louis and Clark Expedition 
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Thomas Cole, The Course of Empire, The Pastoral or Arcadian State (1834) 



Thomas Cole, The Course of Empire, The Consummation of Empire (1835-36) 



Thomas Cole, The Course of Empire, Destruction (1836) 



Thomas Cole, The Course of Empire, Desolation (1836) 



Migration West after 1790 

Kentucky - 1792 

Tennessee - 1796 

Ohio - 1803 
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III. Monticello and Sally Hemings 

A. Jefferson rebuilt his home at Monticello three times. 

 

B. Monticello is regarded as one of the great examples 

    of early American architecture 

 

C. Jefferson designed the home himself. 

 

D. It was at Monticello that Jefferson had a relationship 

    with an enslaved woman named Sally Hemings 

 

E. What follows is a series of slides presenting the home 

   of Thomas Jefferson and his relationship with Hemings. 























 

Polygraph machine designed by Charles Wilson Peale 

 







http://www.pbase.com/tim32225/around_the_monticello


















September 1, 1802, in the Richmond Recorder 

James Thomas Callender's said Jefferson had 

long maintained a sexual relationship with one 

of his slaves:  

 

It is well known that the man, whom it 

delighteth the people to honor, keeps and for 

many years has kept, as his concubine, one of 

his slaves. Her name is Sally. The name of her 

eldest son is Tom. His features are said to bear 

a striking though sable resemblance to the 

president himself. 



Of all the Damsels on the green 

On mountain or in valley 

A lass so luscious ne'er was seen 

As Monticellan Sally  

-(Philadelphia literary magazine Port Folio)  

 

 

Thou Sally, though my house shall keep 

My widow'rs tears shall dry! 

My virgin daughters--see! they weep 

Their mother's place supply. 

 

Oh Sally hearken to my vows! 

Yield up thy sooty charms— 

My best beloved! My more than spouse 

Oh! Take me to thy arms. 

-(Published in the Boston Gazette)  



James Akin.  

"A Philosophic Cock“ 

  

Newburyport, Massachusetts, c. 1804.  

Hand-colored aquatint.  

 

Sean Wilentz's notes: "Aside from its 

sexual reference, current in English 

for at least two centuries before this, 

the title is a pun on the Gallic cock, 

symbol of Jefferson's beloved France."   



English Sea Captain (Hemings) S.H. Grandmother 



English Sea Captain (Hemings) S.H. Grandmother 

Betty Hemings 



English Sea Captain (Hemings) S.H. Grandmother 

Betty Hemings John Wayles 

Six Children – One Sally 



English Sea Captain (Hemings) S.H. Grandmother 

Betty Hemings John Wayles 

Six Children – One Sally 

Martha E. Wayles  

Martha Wayles Jefferson  



English Sea Captain (Hemings) S.H. Grandmother 

Betty Hemings John Wayles 

6 Children – 1 Sally Hemings 

Martha E. Wayles  

Martha Wayles Jefferson  Jefferson 

6 Children – 1 lived to adulthood 

   Martha Jefferson Randolph 

6 Children – 4 lived to adulthood 

    



Name  Birth Date Jefferson at 

Monticello 

Death Date 

Harriet  October 5, 1795 1794 and 1795 -- all year December 1797 

Beverly  April 1, 1798 July 11 - December 5, 1797 probably after 1873 

Thenia?  Dec 7, 1799 March 8 - December 21, 1799 soon after birth 

Harriet  May 1801 May 29 - November 24, 1800 probably after 1863 

Madison  January  1805 April 4 - May 11, 1804 November 28, 1877 

Eston  May 21, 1808 August 4 - Sept 30, 1807 January 3, 1856 
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IV. Foreign Trade and the Barbary Wars 

A. Jeffersonianism Based on Free Trade & Exportation 

 

B. Barbary states in Africa demand tribute from  

    American ships sailing in the Mediterranean 

 

C. Washington and Adams had paid fee; Jefferson refused 

 

D. Jefferson sends the U.S. fleet to “negotiate  

    through the mouth of a cannon” 

 

E. 1804—U.S.S. Philadelphia captured 

 

F. U.S. troops destroy ship, attacks Tripoli 

 

G. 1809—U.S. and Barbary states sign peace treaty 
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V. Native Americans and the War Hawks 

A. Jefferson saw Native Americans as curiosities and  

    believed that they were objects to be “civilized” 

 

B. 1809 - “temperance, peace and agriculture will raise you up to be what 

your forefathers were, will prepare you to possess property, to wish to live 

under regular laws, to join us in our government, to mix with us in society, 

and your blood and ours united will spread again over the great island.” 

 

C. Jefferson sent “Corps of Discovery” to explore Louisiana Purchase.   

 

“In all your intercourse with the natives, treat them in the most friendly 

and conciliatory manner which their own conduct will admit.” 

 

D. Jefferson wanted Lewis and Clark to tell Indians that their land now 

belonged to the U.S.  and that they were ruled by a “great white father” 
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V. Native Americans and the War Hawks 

E. Shawnee Tecumseh urged Native unity against whites 

 

F. Tenskwatawa, “The Prophet,” urged Indians to embrace traditional ways 

 

G. They created “Prophetstown” in  Indiana Territory 

 

H. William Henry Harrison negotiated with Tecumseh 

 

I. Tecumseh warns “When Jesus Christ came upon the earth  

you killed him …. You thought he was dead, you were mistaken” 

 

J. 1811- U.S. troops destroyed Prophetstown 

 

K. “War Hawks” form in Congress led by Henry Clay & John Calhoun 

 

L. Promote American nationalism; Want to raise taxes, grow military 

 

M. War Hawks argue that foreign nations are inciting Indians against US 
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VI. The War of 1812 

A. 1789—French Revolution; 1790s-1800s—Britain and France go to War 

 

B. British & French blocked each other’s ports while at war 

 

C. British say: US ships must stop in Britain before trading with France; 

French say: France will seize any ship that stopped first in Britain 

 

D. British Leopard sank USS Chesapeake; killing 4; impressing 4 (1807) 

 

E. Jefferson signs Embargo Act (1807) 

1. Prohibit U.S ships from anchoring at any foreign port 

2. Plan to ruin Britain & France’s economy  but hurt US 

 

F. Repealed the Embargo Act; Signed Non-Intercourse Act 1809 

 

G. James Madison Becomes President, 1809 

 
H. U.S. trade with foreign nations except Britain and France 
 
I. 1810: US lifts restrictions with UK & FR if they recognize neutrality 



The Jeffersonian Era, 1800-1824 

VI. The War of 1812 

J. UK and FR continued impressment & seizure of U.S. ships  

 

K. “War Hawks” claim UK also arming Indians: William Harrison  

& Battle of Tippecanoe: Defeats  “The Prophet” 

 

L. Congress declared war on Britain (June 1812)  

 

M. Britain repealed the Orders in Council 

 

N. Few Northern Congressmen in favor of “Mr. Madison’s War” 

 

O. “Second War of Independence” – Francis Scott Key - “Star Spangled 

Banner” during British bombardment of Fort McHenry in Baltimore 

 
P. August 14, Washington D.C. burned to the ground! 
 
Q. Gen. Andrew Jackson - Battle of New Orleans  
 
R. Treaty of Ghent (Dec 24, 1814)  - status quo antebellum 
 
S. Hartford Convention “nail in the coffin” of Federalist Party 
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VII. The Era of Good Feelings, 1815-1824 

A. Era of one party domination 

 

B. General agreement on development 

 

C. Second Bank of the United States 

 

D. James Monroe, President, 1817-1825 

 

E. Monroe Doctrine 

 

F. Missouri Compromise (1820) 

 

  



The Missouri Compromise (1820) 

 

  


