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A. In theory: British colonial system was 
centralized in the Crown-in-Parliament 
 
Terms: Glorious Revolution, English Bill of Rights 

 
B. How the theory was developed: 
 
  1. The Colonial models: Spain and France 
 

  2. Economic theory: Mercantilism 
 

  3. Political theory: Sovereignty is indivisible 
 

  4. Colonial Attitudes: Mother-child metaphor 
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A. Colonial Administration in England 
 
1. King and the Privy Council 
2. The Board of Trade and Plantations (1696) 
3. Parliament 
 
B. Attempt to Regulate the Colonial System 
 
1. Five Navigation Acts (1651-96):  
Regulate Empire’s trade for Britain’s benefit 
2. Royalization: 8 of 13 colonies Royalized 
3. Governance of colonies: Royal Governors 
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A. By 1750, each of the colonies possessed  
the conditions necessary for self-governance. 
 
B. Salutary Neglect   
 
C. Five Conditions of Self-governance 
 
  1. Stable and Effective Elite 
 

  2. Centers and Institutions of Power 
 

  3. Elastic Political System 
 

  4. Competence in non-political spheres 
 

  5. Increase in size and wealth of colonies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colonial Practice Around 1750 



Total Population 

 

Colonies 

1.6 million 

 

England 

6 to 8 million 
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The Great War for the Empire, 1689-1763 
 

King William's War (1689–1697)  

Queen Anne's War (1702–1713) 

King George's War (1744-1748) 

French and Indian War (1754-1763) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exposing the Discrepancy Between 
British Colonial Theory and Practice  
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  1. Treaty of Paris (1763) 
 
  2. British Debt 
 
  3. New Situation in North America 
 
  4. Proclamation of 1763  
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