
 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Topics of Discussion 

I. Introduction: Aftermath of World War I 
 
II. Context: A New Era in American Life 
 
III. Issue A: Business, Government, & Labor 
 
III. Issue B: Race and Ethnicity 
 
IV. Issue C: Gender and Women’s Rights 
 
V. Issue D: The Scopes Trial  
 
VI. Conclusion: Hoover and the Depression  
 
 

 America in the Jazz Age, 1919-1929 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
I. Aftermath of World War I 

 

A. Disillusionment with Progressive Causes 
 

“The plunge of civilization into this abyss of 
blood and darkness . . . so gives away the whole long age 
during which we have supposed the world to be . . . 
gradually bettering, that to have to take it all now for what 
the treacherous years were all the while really making for 
and meaning is too tragic for words.” 
 
For many Americans, the war signaled the end to what 
Randolph Bourne called the “complacent 19th-century 
philosophy of progress,” which held that the world was 
“moving in a solid phalanx onward and upward forever.” 

 
 Henry James 
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I. Aftermath of World War I 

 

Sigmund Freud Albert Einstein Pablo Picasso 

B. For some, disillusionment was compounded by a loss of certainty 
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I. Aftermath of World War I 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
C. Loss of certainty = death of abstract ideals  
 
“I was always embarrassed by the words sacred, glorious, 
and sacrifice. . . . Abstract words such as glory, honor, 
courage, or hallow were obscene besides the concrete 
names of villages, the numbers of roads, the names of 
rives, the numbers of regiments and the dates.” 
 
      A Farewell to Arms (1932) 
 

 
- Gertrude Stein: “The Lost Generation”  
- American writers who lived in Paris in the 1920s  
- Included Ernest Hemingway, F. Scott Fitzgerald,      
  Sherwood Anderson, Waldo Peirce, and Stein herself. 

 
 
 

Ernest Hemingway 
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I. Aftermath of World War I 

 

D.  Rise of 100 Percent Americanism 
 
1. War was declared on April 1917 
 
2. Mobilization took until May 1918 
 
3. War was over November 1918 
 
4. Now, many turned mobilization inward. 
 
5. Demanded 100% Americanism at home 
 
6. Try to maintain “traditional” values –  
     white, male, Protestant, capitalist ideals 
      
7.  An attempt to emphasize certainty 
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I. Aftermath of World War I 

 

Burning of Will 
Brown's body, 
Omaha, Sept. 
28, 1919. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Revival of 
the KKK 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harlem 
Hellfighters 
Return 
Home 

"The Washington riot gave me a thrill that 
comes once in a life time ... at last our men 
had stood up like men. ... I stood up alone in 
my room ... and exclaimed aloud, 'Oh I thank 
God, thank God.' The pent up horror, grief 
and humiliation of a life time -- half a 
century -- was being stripped from me."  

A Southern Black Woman, In THE CRISIS 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 E.  Social Strife: The Red Summer (1919) 
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I. Aftermath of World War I 

 

A. Mitchell Palmer ^   

“These attacks will only 
increase the activities 
of our crime-detecting 
forces," declared 
Attorney-General 
Palmer, whose 
Washington home was 
damaged by a bomb-

explosion on June 2.  

Coming Out of 
the Smoke,  
New York 
World 
10/11/19. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chicago Steel-Workers 
Announce Strike  
Literary Digest, 10/4/19. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F.  Social Strife: The Red Scare (1919) 
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I. Aftermath of World War I 
 

F.  Social Strife: The Red Scare (1919) 

 

J. Edgar Hoover 

Put them Out –  
Keep them out  

Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer Raids  -- 1919 
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I. Aftermath of World War I 

 

G. Women Win the Right to Vote and Then Divide 
 
1. Seneca Falls (1848) and  Anti-slavery campaign 
 
2. 13th and 15th Amendment 
 
3. Progressive Movement and  WWI  
  
4. 19th Amendment (1920)  
 
5. Margaret Sanger Birth Control League 
 
6. Equal Rights Amendment –  
Alice Paul and National Women’s Party 
  
7. Eliminate all legal distinctions “on account of sex” 
 
8. League of Women Voters, Women’s Trade Union League  opposed ERA  
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I. Aftermath of World War I 

 

- Production - 
 - Consumption -   

- Race -  
- Ethnicity - 

- Gender - 
- Women’s Rights -  

- Individual - 
- Society - 

H.  Disillusionment  vs.  100 Percent Americanism  =  Social Strife in 1920s 
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II. Context: A New Era in American Life 

A. Social and economic forces "have hurried us 
dizzily away from the days of the frontier into a 
whirl of modernisms which almost passes belief."  
 
  Recent Social Trends, 1930. 
 

 
B. "[W]e today are probably living in one of the 
eras of greatest rapidity of change in the history of 
human institutions.“ 
 
  Robert and Helen Lynd, 

 Middletown, Muncie, Indiana, 1925.  
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American becomes Urban: The 1920 Census showed that for the first time a majority of Americans 
lived in cities -- urban (51.4%) rural (48.6) – and worked in business and manufacturing (54%) 



Automobile Revolution: by 1914, the assembly process for the Model T took only 93 minutes. 
A new car came off the assembly line every 10 seconds. By the time Ford made his 10 millionth 

car, 9 out of 10 of all cars in the world were Fords.  Cost in the 1920s, roughly $300. 



The Arrival of Radio: The first commercial station -- KDKA -- went on the air in Pittsburgh in 1920. 
By 1922, 3 million American households had radios, and receiver sales provided the industry annual 

sales of $850 million by 1929. By the end of the decade, 40 percent of American families owned radios. 



Movies at the Nickelodeon: A fledgling industry before World War I, motion picture production 
became one of the ten largest industries in the United States during the 1920s. In 1922, theaters sold 40 

million tickets a week. By 1929, that number had grown to 100 million a week. – Jazz Singer (1927)  



The National Pastime: Baseball became a national phenomenon in the 1920s with personalities like 
George Herman Ruth, Jr. (1895 –1948), aka “The Babe", "The Bambino", and "The Sultan of Swat." He 

hit 60 home runs in one season (1927), and his lifetime total of 714 home runs was a record for 39 years. 



Jazz, America’s Music: Jazz became the soundtrack to the 1920s, propelled by leading figures 
including Kid Ory, King Oliver, Fletcher Henderson, Louis Armstrong, and Edward Kennedy "Duke" 

Ellington. The syncopated rhythm led to new dance numbers that were popular in clubs across America. 



 
 

and then there were the life-changing developments at  home 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
III. Issue A: Business, Government, & Labor 

A. Mass Production, Credit, and Advertising 
 
B. Farming in an Urban Age 
 
C. Government-Business  Relationship 
 
D. Workers in the City 
 
E. The Labor Movement 
 

Thomas Edison, Warren Harding, and Henry Ford  
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III. Issue A: Business, Government, & Labor 

A. Mass Production, Credit, and Advertising 

1. 1900 and 1930: manufacturing output climbed four times 
  
2. Efficient organization and electrically driven machinery  
 
3. Car: Plaything of rich to common automobile 
 
4. 1925: Model T every 10 seconds; 1929: 26 million cars in US 
 
5. Henry Ford and ''Fordism” 
 
6. Mass production made mass consumption a necessity.  
 
7. "Installment buying” – G.M. Acceptance Corporation 
 
8. Growth of advertising -- Bruce Barton 
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III. Issue A: Business, Government, & Labor 

B. Farming in an Urban Age 

1. 1920: majority of Americans -- city dwellers 
 
2. However, more than 1 in 5 workers still farmed. 
 
3. 44 percent of the population still rural in 1930.  
 
4. 50 million workers moved to rhythms of nature 
 
5. 45 million - no indoor plumbing or electricity 1930. 
 
6. Technological change = more problems 
 
7. 1930: 1 million farmers used gasoline tractors.  
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III. Issue A: Business, Government, & Labor 

C. Government-Business Relationship  

1. Era of Republican Presidents – Rejected TR Progressivism 

Warren Harding 1921-1923 – “Return to Normalcy” 
Calvin Coolidge 1923-1929 – “Business of America” 
Herbert Hoover 1929-1933 – “Associationalism” 

 
2. Pro-Business Activities 

Fordney-McCumber Tariff 
Att. Gen. Harry Daugherty |  1922 Railroad Strike |  Injunction  
Bailey v. Drexel Furniture Co (1922) | child labor tax law overturned 
Adkins v. Children's Hospital (1923) | federal minimum wage for women overturned.  
 
3. Scandals 
 
 Teapot Dome Scandal 
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III. Issue A: Business, Government, & Labor 

D. Workers in the City  

1. Americans improved their standard of living  
 
2. Real wages for industrial workers up 25%  
 
3. Consumer goods 
 
4. Industrial workers put in 48 hours a week 
 
5. No weekend, paid vacation, or retirement 
 
6. Mechanization and de-skilling 
 
7. Insecurity of employment 
 
8. Business class – working class 
 
9. No unemployment insurance 
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III. Issue A: Business, Government, & Labor 

E. Labor Movement  

1. Trade union membership steadily declined  
 
2. Skilled v. Unskilled  
 
3. Ethnic and Racial Rivalries  
 
4. ''Yellow-dog" contracts 
 
5. Labor injunction  
 
6. Hitchman Coal & Coke Co. v. Mitchell (1917) 
 
7. "Welfare capitalism" 
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IV. Issue B: Race and Ethnicity 

A. Immigration 
 
B. The Great Migration 
 
C. Racial Issues 
 
 

 America in the Jazz Age, 1919-1929 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A. Population 63 million (1890) to 123 million (1930) 
 
B. 1/3 increase from immigration  
 
C. Immigrants from southern and eastern Europe 
 
D. 1 in 10 foreign born; 1 in 5 parent born abroad 
 
E. Immigrants settled in cities 
 
F. 1/3 of Chicago's 2.7 million residents foreign born 
 
G. New Yorkers spoke 37 different languages 
 
H. Immigrants banded together in ethnic enclaves 
 
I. Found work in low-skill jobs in industry 

 

 
IV. Issue B: Race and Ethnicity 
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IV. Issue B: Race and Ethnicity 

Sacco and Vanzetti Trial 
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Immigration  
Inspectors, 1924 Close the Gate, Chicago Tribune, 7/5/19. 

J. Emergency Quota Act 1921 
    
K. Immigration Act 1924 
 
Quotas for foreigners  
Base year 1910 then 1890 
Percent 3 per year then 2 per year 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
IV. Issue B: Race and Ethnicity 
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A. South was the nation's most rural region 
 
B. Little different than 1870s-1880s 
 
C. Scarce capital and abundant labor 
 
D. Race: Disfranchisement and Segregation 
 
E. Infant mortality rates and life expectancy  
 
F. Great War: 1/2 million blacks leave 
 
G. By 1930, another million leave. 
 
H. Jobs, Voting, Opportunity 
 
I. Harlem Renaissance, Marcus Garvey, Alain Locke, A. Philip Randolph 

 

 
IV. Issue B: Race and Ethnicity 
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According to the Tuskegee Institute figures, between the years 1882 and 1951, 4,730 
people were lynched in the United States: 3,437 Negro and 1,293 white. 

Lyching of Tom Shipp and Abe Smith at 
Marion Indiana, August 7, 1930 



 
 

Klux Klan members hold a march in 
Washington, DC, on August 9, 1925. 



 
 

NAACP stands up to lynching: legal efforts 
 
W.E.B. Du Bois,  Charles Hamilton Houston 



 
 

Ossian Sweet House 



 
 

Marcus Garvey, Viewing Stand, 1924. 



 
 

Alain Locke, The New Negro (1925). 
“Father of the Harlem Renaissance” 

A. Philip Randolph, Brotherhood of 
Sleeping Car Porters, formed 1925 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:A._Philip_Randolph_1963_NYWTS.jpg


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
A. 19th Amendment (1920) 
 
B. Ten million women worked for wages by 1929 
 
C. Typical woman worker, single, under 25  
 
D. Married women in workplace 
 
E. “Flapper” 
 
F. Attempt to get Equal Rights Amendment 
 
G. Birth control, Margaret Sanger,  
    American Birth Control League, 1921 
 
H. Splintering of Women’s Movement 

 

 
V. Issue C: Gender and Women’s rights 
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William Jennings Bryan Clarence Darrow 

 

 
IV. Issue D: The Scopes Trial (1925) 
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Conclusion: Hoover and the Depression  
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Hoover Inherits a Troubled Economy 

Production in Industry 

  
1. Over production in factory and on farm 
 
2. Unequal distribution of wealth 
 
3. Left too few purchasers  
 
4. Profits were invested in new production 
 
5. Buying on Margin 
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Stock Market Crash 

  
1. 1928: Stock Prices Soar 
 
2. September 1929: Fluctuation 
 
3. John Kenneth Galbraith, The Great Crash 
 
4. Oct 24, 1929 and Oct 25, 1929 
 
5. Monday, October 28 
 
6. “Black Tuesday” – 16.4 million shares   
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Stock Market Crash 
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The Great Depression Begins 

 

1. Stock prices continue decline  
    Oct 29-Nov 13 > 30 billion lost 
 
2. National Income in Billions 
  1929 > 87  |  1930 > 75 
  1931 > 59  |  1932 > 42  
 
3. Americans’ personal income 
  1929 > 82  |  1932 > 40 (million) 
 
4. Unemployment: 3.2% to 24.9%  
 
5. Bank failures: 5000+ by March 1933 
 
6. Business failures -- 26,355 by 1931 
 
7. Farmers struggle -- Foreclosures | Dust Bowl 
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The Great Depression Begins 

Percentage of Non-Farm Workers Unemployed 
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Herbert Hoover, 1929-1933 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Before Stock Market Crash:  
 
  A. April 1929: Called Congress into  
      Special Session on Farm Issues 
 
  B. Passage of Agricultural Marketing Act 
 
 1. created Federal Farm Board 
 2. capital of 500 million 
 3. promote agricultural cooperatives 
 4. to stabilize markets for farm products 
 5. voluntary agreements among producers 
 6. stabilization corps > as last resort 
 7. stabilization corps buy surplus  
          if cooperatives don’t work 
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Herbert Hoover, 1929-1933 

It Works Both Ways 

 
Following Stock Market Crash 
 
  A. Nov 19-Dec 5, 1929:  
      White House Meeting [K, 53-54] 
 
    A1. Fed Cut Rate > Loans Easier 
    A2. Industrialists Keep up Wages 
    A3. Railways, Utilities, States:  
          Public programs for employment 
 
  B. May 1930: Hoover predicted recovery [K, 58] 
 
  C. Still, Signed Bill for Increased Protection: 
      Hawley-Smoot Tariff ( June 1930) [K, 49-50] 
  
     C1. Reversed reduction by W. Wilson 
     C2. Highest tariff levels in US History 
     C3. Signed by Hoover b/c flexibility 
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It Works Both Ways 
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Herbert Hoover, 1929-1933 

 
D. Fall 1930: Rash of Bank Failures [K, 65-6] 
 
E. Nov 1930: Republicans lost House 
 
F. Hoover – International  causes of Depression 
 
G. But, Maintains Gold Standard, which limited 
   the Flexibility of Banks, Lenders, Businesses 
 
H. Raises taxes > try to balance budget [K, 81]  
 
I. Still, 1932 budget = 2.7 billion deficit 
 
J. Reconstruction Finance Corp (Jan 32) [K, 84] 
  1. Loans to banks, railroads, life insurance 
  2. RFC dispensed $1.5 billion in first year  
  3. Over 500 institutions received funds 
  4. Money went to top companies -Trickle Down  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 America in the Jazz Age, 1919-1929 



 

\ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Herbert Hoover, 1929-1933 

 

K. Hoover’s Remaining Problems 
 
  1. Unemployment by 1932 [K, 87] 
  2. “Pathetically inadequate” relief [K, 88, 91] 
  3. Vetoed Relief Act, July 1932 [K,91] 
  4. Compromise Relief Act, July 1932 [K, 91] 
  5. Veterans Relief – Bonus Army July 1932 
 
L. Sets stage for Election of 1932 [92-103] 
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